Midwives, breastfeeding, and Baby Friendly Australia.
Breastfeeding is a fundamental practice area for all midwives in Australia, and most midwives and maternity units claim that they recommend breastfeeding. Midwives have the opportunity to support women, or to erect barriers to the early establishment of breastfeeding. The author contends that through an understanding of the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative's "Ten steps to successful breastfeeding", within the social/holistic model of midwifery care, long term health and social benefits will ensue.